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NEH Budget for Grants – FY 2010
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FY 2011 & 2012FY 2011 & 2012

• Continuing Resolution: $6 million cut?• Continuing Resolution: $6 million cut?

P id ’  d 2012 b d  $22 • President’s proposed 2012 budget: $22 
million cut (13%)

• Research (2012 proposed): $2 million cut ( p p ) $
(12%)



NEH Research DivisionNEH Research Division

• Makes grants to support original research • Makes grants to support original research 
in the humanities that will contribute to 
scholarly knowledge or to the general scholarly knowledge or to the general 
public's understanding of the humanities.

• Programs support both institutions and 
i di id lindividuals



Selected Individual Grants & Selected Individual Grants & 
D dliD dliDeadlinesDeadlines

•• Fellowships Fellowships 5/3/115/3/11pp

•• Summer Stipends Summer Stipends 9/29/119/29/11
(nomination required)(nomination required)(nomination required)(nomination required)

•• Fellowships for Advanced Fellowships for Advanced Fellowships for Advanced Fellowships for Advanced 
Social Science Research on JapanSocial Science Research on Japan 5/3/115/3/11

Awards for Faculty*Awards for Faculty* 4/14/114/14/11
(*at historically Black, high Hispanic, and Tribal (*at historically Black, high Hispanic, and Tribal 

institutions)institutions)institutions)institutions)



Selected Institutional Grants & Selected Institutional Grants & 
D dliD dliDeadlinesDeadlines

•• Collaborative Research Collaborative Research 12/15/1112/15/11•• Collaborative Research Collaborative Research 12/15/1112/15/11

•• Scholarly Editions Scholarly Editions 
& Translations& Translations 12/15/1112/15/11& Translations& Translations 12/15/1112/15/11



Additional OpportunitiesAdditional Opportunities

• NEH-LOC Kluge Fellowships• NEH LOC Kluge Fellowships

NEH NSF D i  E d d • NEH-NSF Documenting Endangered 
Languages Fellowships



Representative Funding Rates Representative Funding Rates 
(Di i i  f R h  FY 2010)(Di i i  f R h  FY 2010)(Division of Research, FY 2010)(Division of Research, FY 2010)

FellowshipsFellowshipsFellowshipsFellowships
Received 1235 applications, funded 111 (9%)Received 1235 applications, funded 111 (9%)

Summer StipendsSummer Stipends
Received 1014 and funded 85 (8%)Received 1014 and funded 85 (8%)Received 1014 and funded 85 (8%)Received 1014 and funded 85 (8%)

Advanced Social Science Research on JapanAdvanced Social Science Research on JapanAdvanced Social Science Research on JapanAdvanced Social Science Research on Japan
Received 34 and funded 2 (6%)Received 34 and funded 2 (6%)



www.neh.govwww.neh.gov





Tips for WritingTips for WritingTips for WritingTips for Writing

•• GrantsmanshipGrantsmanship is only a small part of is only a small part of 
success.success.

•• Remember the audience.Remember the audience.



Grant Evaluation ProcessGrant Evaluation Process

• Peer Review Panelists• Peer Review Panelists

NEH ff• NEH staff

• National Council

• Chairman 



Tips for WritingTips for WritingTips for WritingTips for Writing

•• Explicitly address the evaluation criteria.Explicitly address the evaluation criteria.



Fellowships Evaluation Criteria

• The intellectual significance of the proposed project, 
including its value to humanities scholars, general 
audiences, or both. 

• The quality or promise of quality of the applicant’s work as 
an interpreter of the humanities. an interpreter of the humanities. 

• The quality of the conception, definition, organization, and 
description of the project and the applicant’s clarity of 
expression  expression. 

• The feasibility of the proposed plan of work, including, 
when appropriate, the soundness of the dissemination and 
access plans.

• The likelihood that the applicant will complete the project.



Unofficial Alliterative MnemonicUnofficial Alliterative MnemonicUnofficial Alliterative MnemonicUnofficial Alliterative Mnemonic

•• ProjectProject•• ProjectProject
•• PersonPerson

P lP l•• ProposalProposal
•• PlanPlan
•• Probability [of successful completion]Probability [of successful completion]



Tips for WritingTips for WritingTips for WritingTips for Writing
•• Remember the time constraints of the Remember the time constraints of the 

li t  li t  panelists. panelists. 



Tips for WritingTips for WritingTips for WritingTips for Writing

•• Draft early and get comments.Draft early and get comments.Draft early and get comments.Draft early and get comments.
•• Discuss the application with the letter Discuss the application with the letter 

writers. writers. writers. writers. 
•• Make the abstract clear, convincing, and Make the abstract clear, convincing, and 

somehow intriguing.somehow intriguing.somehow intriguing.somehow intriguing.



Tips for WritingTips for WritingTips for WritingTips for Writing

•• For a dissertation revision, take special care with the For a dissertation revision, take special care with the , p, p
work plan. work plan. 

•• Think of all the parts of the application as forming a Think of all the parts of the application as forming a 
unified argument for funding you. unified argument for funding you. unified argument for funding you. unified argument for funding you. 

•• Your bibliography is important.  Your bibliography is important.  
•• Think about the proportions. Think about the proportions. 
•• Think about the level of abstraction. Think about the level of abstraction. 
•• There is no single formula for success.There is no single formula for success.



Other General TipsOther General TipsOther General TipsOther General Tips

•• RRead applications for the home ead applications for the home •• RRead applications for the home ead applications for the home 
institution.institution.
Si       liSi       li•• Sign up to serve as a panelist.Sign up to serve as a panelist.

•• ReRe--apply.apply.pp ypp y
•• Ask for the comments.Ask for the comments.



Sample ApplicationSample ApplicationSample ApplicationSample Application

“Commons Environmentalism: Forest “Commons Environmentalism: Forest Commons Environmentalism: Forest Commons Environmentalism: Forest 
History, Culture, and Politics in the History, Culture, and Politics in the 
A l hi  S th”A l hi  S th”Appalachian South”Appalachian South”



Contact InformationContact InformationContact InformationContact Information

Mark SilverMark Silver
NEH Division of ResearchNEH Division of Research

1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Room 3181100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Room 318
Washington, DC 20506Washington, DC 20506

msilver@neh.govmsilver@neh.gov
202202--606606--86248624

Also: Also: research@neh.govresearch@neh.gov / 202/ 202--606606--82008200


